
1. Solo Practice Training (Solo Practice "Bootcamp"). Conduct solo training CLEs that focus on the
nuts and bolts ofestablishing and running a practice. An effective approach might be a small workshop-
type session, or series ofsessions, with an emplrasis on starting a business, forms that need to filed,
checklists, a primer on relevant ethics rules for name and advertising and sharing office space, and so
forth. Perhaps attendees could even complete their busiuess plans that sarne da)' wi1h ,n" n",O ot
experienced prese,nters. The cost of suclr a workshop/CLE/bootcamp should be kept very low, and it
should be offered on a regular, r'ecurring basis-preferably once a year ol.every other year. INote:
Maine Law has recently begun offering a sernester'-lollg course in solo practice.l

Questions: Who to organize and sponsor such training? The MSBA?

2. Regional Point Persons. Establish a poirlt person in each county [or urulti-county region), charged
with giving new solo pracritioners a r.undown on helpful state and local organizations/groups,
identifying people in the county/region {and elservhere) whom they shouid ureet-and those to call
with questions, identifying regional geographic and practice areas in which legal services are in short
supply, and other resources and information. The point person )night compile a resource ancl
information list over tinre to distribute to new solos. The point person lvould not function as an ongolng
mentor for all new solos (too much to ask ofanyoneJ, but more as an initial stop for new solos whcrr
they're first setting up practice.

Questions: Who to jdentify and Iine up these point persolts? County bar associations?

3. Website for Rural Lawyers. The State Bar ofSouth Dakotas a well-developed website devoted to
their "Project Rural Practice." The site has many resources for rural and solo piactitioners, liDkstosites
of potential interest to lawyers considering small town pmctice (including informatiou technology
services], success stories from Irewly-minted rural la$ryers, tips for students and lawyers seeking rural
opportunities, a blog, and much more. Consider starting a silrilar site for Maine's ruial attorneyi.

Questions: Who to organize and adutinister the site? The MSBA?

4' Regional Solo/Small Firm Listservs. Set up a listserv that would enable solos and small law ofTices
to readily communicate ideas, best practice suggestions, common concerns, and so for.th.

Questions: Who to establish and monitor these listservs? County bar associations?

5. Technology grants. These would serve several goals, including easing sorne of the financial burdens
on new rural practices, and facilitating lawyers' ability to locate in rural aieas while staying connected
with their peers and other lawyers. such grants might be extended (upon application; io liwyers
interested in rural practice, and used to pay for a computer and a tablet, or part of thecost of a
smartphone for the first year, etc.

Questions: Where lvould the funding come from? Who would administer the program?

6. Rural Attorney Recruitment Program. Put in place somethilg simllar to South Dakota,s musn
publicized Recruitment Assistance Pilot Program to provide financial incentives for younger lawyers to
locate in rural areas.

Questions: Where would funding come from? Who would administer the program?

7. Law School Road Trips. Arrange for regulal student visits to rural Maine counties to meet with
practicing lawyers, singly or in g|oups. The "DOwneast road tl.ip" iu which Rachel Reeves was invorveu
in fanuary 2013with several Majne Law students is one model.



8. Educate Law Students About Small Town Life & Practice. Enlist the assistance and involvement of
county bar associations and the iudiciary in educating students about opportunities outside of the usual
places, through frequent visits to the law school and by hosting the student "road trips" mentioned
above.

9. Srnall Town Clerlchlp/Internship Proiect Work with rural/small town attorneys to promote the
hiring of students (with no strings atached) during the summer following 1L year, and foster a
continuing relationship throughout law school. Follow the example of lowa's State Bar Association's
Rural Practice Committee, which is working with local law schools to place first year law students with
small town lawyers in summer and school year positions in hopes ofplanting seeds that grow into
permanent emplo5rment This may have benefits for attorney succession planning as well.
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5' ff No [i.e., you are not in a rural practice and did not seriously consider a rural practicel,to
what extent did the following factors influence your decision in considering irural aiea?

COMMENTS:

Cannot move my family
concerns regarding income relate to perceived inabirity to pay offlarge amount ofstudent debt
from law school. I understand that loan forgiveness afier ten years is only available for those
working in the public sector.
considered it, but there aren't a lot of opportunities to meet other gay people in rurar Maine.
Do notwantto uproot family. Lack ofadvertising ofrural iobs.
Fear ofbeing a general practitioner -- seemed like an opportunity to make a rot of mistakes
Got a position in the city and had no reason to consider a position in the rural area.
I already have a large family--four kids-and our home town is portland. DId not want to uproot.
I am house counsel for Hanover Insurance company based out of Boston, not inprivate practice.
I am not interested in living in an area even more rural than york and cumberland counties.
I am worried that I would stand out and have awkvard experiences because I am Black.
I came to Maine to take a government.iob that exists only in portland.
I chose to locate in my hometown, which was not a rurar area. I did not consider practicing inother areas in Maine.
I currently practice in Delaware and am relocating to Maine; I have not practiced in Maine.
I don't live in a rural area.

I.h-oped to practice in Berfast, but there are very very few jobs available in rural Maine, and it isdifficult to start a practice straight from law school.-
I live in a rural area and commute to Bangor for most ofmy work, but would be happy to shift toa more local practice in the future

17' I owned a home in the community where I work at the time I completed Iaw schoor & did notwanr to move.

18. I wanted to stay near family and friends that are in the Greater portland area.
19' I was seeking a judicial clerkship, which were only available in portrand, Augusta, and Bangor.
20' I worked-asa paralegar at the lawfirm in portrand and was going to work at the same firm afterpassing the bar exam and being admitted to the Bar.
21. I'm single and don't expect that to change if I'm ]iving in the middre of nowhere.
22 rncome instability during beginning stages of practice is incompatible with my significantstudent debt load.
23. Jobs in Rural Maine often involve opening your own practice and I was not ready to do that.24' Lifestyle change, lack ofservices, lack ofaccess to entertainment, restaurants, etc.
25. My firm practices statewide
25. My husband and I were already established in Bangor.
27. My husband works at UMO and we own a home in Bangor.
28. Never thought about it
29. No clue how to approach it.
30. Own home in portland; needed and wanted to stay in portland and with mv home

1_

2.

5.

6.

7.

8.

L

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.



31. Own property in Auburn and working out ofthe house for low overhead
32. pay off debt

33. Perceived lack of career groMh opportunity.
34. Perceived lack of professional stability and work flow
35. Perception ofgreater homophobia and associated dangers in rural areas.
36. Received iob in Boston

37. Rural, small practice would not offer the variety and volume of intellectually engaging
challenging work found in larger markets

38. Student loans.

39. Taking over a specialist practice from a family member,
40. This is probablv the most important factor: I am very concerned that opening or joining a small

generalist practice in a rural area will pigeon-hole me for the rest of my legaicareer. I irant to
practice in Portland, which is where I was born, where all my closest friends live and work, and
where most of family lives. If I practice in Farmington/calais/skowhegan etc. for 5 years, how
attractive a candidatewill I be for a job opening in Portland . . . I would have no connections with
clients in the area, will be disadvantaged in terms of frequency of interaction with portland area
attorneys, and wilr have not had the opportunity to speciarize in a particular practice area. I
have no desire to be a generalist if I can avoid it.

41. Upfront capital required

7. lf YEs [i.e., you have considered soro practice] and you are currentry not practicing as a soro,why did you choose a different option?

COMMENTS:

1. Book ofbusiness to small; Insufficient starting capital
2. Currently w/out a job.

3 During 2011 and 2012,1 was located in Maine and actively searching for work with a firmthrough employment, subcontract position, and even volunteer. At lhat time, r had eight fearsof experience with litigation defense, motion practice, tort craims in personat inlury aid' ' 
--'

malpractice, bankruptcy, tax resolution, famiry law, and criminal law. r interviewed atapproximately 35 different firms and.the common response was that the firms were not seekingcandidates due to market conditions but were merely interviewing for informationar p;.p*;:.
I offered to take on work on a contract basis at a low-rate to prove value and worth. I went toCLE's in Maine and commonly heard comments from the Boird of Ou".ru"., 

"nJ 
juag".l;;;

new attorneys to Maine should consider doing a start-up in rural location.. su.t .on,".*nti'
seemed frustr-ating to many new attorneys because start_ups have little return up ir"*;;;provide- little feedback. In my line of work as insurance defense counset, in a tarie metropotitanarea in ldaho, I dear with smal practice or solo practice attorneys quite frequeniiy. I r."q'u"niiynotice a difference in the polished practice style that comes from hiving worked i" 

" 
fi;;il"."there is feedback from other attorneys, a database of forms and prior lio.k ;;;;;;;;, ;;;;staff such 

-as 
secretaries and paralegars wh-o can help guide a new attorney with practical

matters of how to caption a document, or firing proielures, calendaring, case organization skilrs,document review sk ls, etc. that are hard rearied from loni hour of sefi-teachinf. rr,"r" .t,ii,can be.lea,rned easily when working with others; you can le"arn how to and how not to. Asidefrom the fact thar solo practice start-ups have very Iittle immediate retr.n, nigr, .irt,il"'ffi"r,downside is the rack of mentoring. Fuither, for hilhry 
"au."tua 

individuars wio h";";Ji'-years going to school in metroporitan areas at large expense to themselv"r, if r, 
" 

r,"ra,ii"g a



be told that your probable avenue of employment in Maine is to be a solo practice start-up in a
rural community'rhere you will have no salary, healthcare benefits, vacation time, etc. unless
you can make yourself and your business successful from the ground up by yourself. Other
attorneys are usually willing to help mentor on a minimal basis but, mentoring takes time and
attorneys are busy people. It is the lack of mentoring and lack of support that swings against
new attorneys having a desire to be rural solo practitioners. Further, it is hard to want to be a
rural solo practice start-up without any support when you realize that you have to get
malpractice insurance to cover yourself because at the time ofstart-up you don't have any
support or mentoring when you need it the most to avoid possible malpractice, and such
insurance is iust an added cost. One thing that the bar could do is allow solo practitioners in
rural areas to attend CLE classes at no cost or host workshops for CLE credit on the practical
matters ofstarting up a small practice, ie. how to get an office space, a check list ofsupplies
needed, how to advertise and find clients, how to create a core base of clientele in bread and
butter areas of practice, how to keep finance books for tax purposes for the st rtup, how to
navigate the court clerk's office; what software is available to small practice management, etc. A
form database for standard templates ofdocuments. Howtobeasmall business owner.

4. Got a position with a larger law firm and have been happy with it.
5. Have notyetbeen admitted tothebar. Will likely hold offgoing solo for3-5years in order to

gain experience first.

6. I am currently working as a law clerk.

7. I am working with an attorney who was a solo practitioner before I ioined his office. I enjoy
having someone to work with and look over my work as I start my career.

8. I associate with two otherattorneys and receive much more referralwork. I run a "solo"
practice amidst this association.

9. I found a fantastic attorney to partner with (2 attorney firm)
1.0. I found a great job in an advocacy organization.
11. I got a iob at an existing firm, the day after the bar exam.

12. I live in new lersey and practice here- 53 years old
13. I love the small firm that I ended up with - Solo practitioner was only a backup plan if I had

nothing else.

14. I needed public service loan forgiveness because ofmy large law school loans.
15. I started as a solo and then joined a small firm of two other attorneys. It'sabetterfit.
15. I wanted a mentor, to ask questions,learn from, and provide a practical and economic safety net
17. I wanted the experience, mentoring, and stability that comes with working at a firm
18. I wanted to gain experience first
19. I was offered a.iob at a non-profit and it was hard to turn down a paying gig
20. I'm not currently practicing at all.

21. In house counsel ofone.
22. Mentoring!!!!!

23. My current position has given me the oppoftunity to take over a pre-existing practice.
24. My practice area is business-specific, and this business is not generally done in rual areas.
25. My preference was to work as a state attorney, which is what I do now.
26. nla
27. Not enough local connections

28. The thought terrified me.
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29. There is simply no way to pay off law school loans with the opportunities in a rural location. It's
a non-starter unless loans could be forgiven or paid offsomehow.

lf you currently practice in a rural part of Maine, what is the primary reason that you located
your practice where you did, and what (from your perspective) are the plusses and minuses
of that choice?

1. (+) Demand; Business Opportunity; Support from Local Attorneys. (-J Economy; Lack of
Recreational Activities.

z. chose current position due to lack ofemployment opportunities for inexperienced attorneys.
The plus side to working in a rural area is getting a good amount of transactional work. Th;
downside is that there is minimal litigation work.

3. Don't want to live in a rural area until I'm olderand the commute is difficult. I have concerns
that if I try to transfer into a more urban setting in the future, urban firms will not take mv
experience as seriously as that ofsomeone who has been practicing in an urban area.

4. Family ties is why l located her. pluses are having family support, not dealing with traffic, being
closer to outdoor recreation opportunities, and feering more connected to the community. The
downside is low pay, but r am ln government practice so that may not be a function ofroiation.

5. Found employment in my hometown. pruses are that I am familiar with and involved with the
community and live close to my parents. The onry minus at this point is the rack of diversiiy,
which is very important to my family because my spouse is African Am"ri."n anar"" i,"uei'
child who is not being exposed to other racial/culturalgroups on a daily basis.

6' I.already owned my home and my iob is crose to my home. I did not want to move. My kids lovetheir school. Also, I don't have the stress that I perceive to go along with practicing i";; ;;;""area.-- I think working in the rural area is more raid back, mleaning that I irave the ireedom andflexibility to set my hours and attend my kids' events, while I perc-eive *,u qr"rrty oip.Ju.i -yfirm delivers to be equal or superior to what I see from firms in urban areas.
7. I am practicing where I want to live [which is a big plus) - possible downsides are the difficultyto find qualified help and the conflict of interest rr]les witih mare practicing law in small townsunnecessarily difficult.
8 l chose to practice in washin€ton county because I am from here, and this is where my family rs.I was also fortunate that my husband, ario an attorney, was able to find work here. The cost ofhousing (buying not renting - renting is quite expensive here considering) is also moreaffordable then in southern Maine. we own a home here that we could never have begun toacquire elsewhere. I also like being so close to Canada.
9 l didn't really have much ofa choice. I was offered a job in a small practice that was in a less-popurated area. when that attorney decided to change directions and had to let me go, I alreadyhad a home and a famiry in this region. The prus, wh"ich is a serious ptus, is that most people inthe region know me either personllry.or have heard of my reputation from others. I get many ofmy clients through personar rela-tjonships. Another plus is that the other attorney,s #fice in ihrsregion is conflicted out ofa lot of work because they have been here for." 1""g. 

,Tl;;i;;; 
;.that, because Iam regional, it's hard to get to me. l ao 

" 
tot J,r"u"ring to get to my crients. It,shard to spread the word farther than my.region. The.e .eally u."n r many attorneys in theregion willing to assist me because r am "competition". I am younger than most other attorneysin the region, so it is easy to be discounted orireated as inco"nseqientiar. r 

"r;;;Jg;;;;"'"'assistance through attorneys in other regions - further south, bui it is hard to fina soireone toassist me in this area. lt is also really hard to find employees.
10. I do not practice in rural Maine.



11. I found a job in the area around where I had already established residence.

12. I got hired as an assistant district attorney in Machias after working for over a year at a private
Brunswick firm. The primary reason I moved here was because my girlfriend, now wife, grew up
here and wanted to end up here. I appreciate getting paid the same as my counterparts in other
DA's offices across the state while enjoying a lower cost of living, I like being more closely tied to
my community, and I like the work hours and lower stress. Sometimes I do miss "city" amenities
but I can always shop online via Amazon or drive for a trip to Bangor. How often does one need
to visit museums anyway? With the money I'm saving I could also afford more vacations by air.
lfyou have further questions I'd be glad to help out. Chris Chu 255-4425.

13. I grew up in this area and wanted to return. My partner practices law in portland, and we are
looking to Brunswick as a good halfway point to live.

14. I had a hard time finding employment, and it just so happened that I found a job working for the
State in Aroostook County. I like living in an area with a small population, but I feel that
opportunity for advancement is not as good as a more urban area.

15. I moved from Portland to Belfastin Augustof2013. I practice criminal defense almost entirely
and rely upon court appointments to support myself. I was not receiving enough work from the
courts in southern Maine, and I was told by several experienced attorneys that Belfast would be
a good location because the bar is aging there and it is located within an hour ofseveral court
systems. I have received work at a higher rate since I've moved, but it is too soon to accurately
assess the pros and cons. I have yet to open an office front and test the market for retained
clients.

16. I practice in my hometown. I knew there was a need for attorneys in the area when I was
deciding where to practice. I was living in Portland prior to relocating to Aroostook and saw
the difficulty my peers had finding decent jobs. I also saw how tight the market was down there
for solos. Lawyers fight to get cases that people take up here as a favor to the court or because
we feel bad for the person. The plusses are that I get to live in my hometown and help folks
who live there, as a solo, I make my own schedule. I don't have to deal with the billable hour
nonsense that kept some of my friends up at night. I take the cases I want. I have a friendly
relationship with the court, court stafl and other attorneys that comes from working together
often. The disadvantages are that it is professionally isolating. I'm the only practicing lawyer
who is not semi-retired for 40 miles. General practice can be overwhelming (and it's terribly
annoying to have to listen to peers in Portland talk about my liability issues as they pertain to
constantly having to educate myself in seemingly random areas of lawJ. I would like to work
with other attorneys, but I can't get anyone to join me. Folks seem happier underemployed or
unemployed in Portland than working up here.

17. I prefer to live in a rural setting in Maine, regarding my own lifestyle preferences.

18. I returned home to practice law in Presque lsle, Maine because that is my home town and I

wanted to live in my home town. I worked as the only attorney for a non-profit organization for
the past five years. In luly, I opened my own practice in Fort Fairfield because the attorney who
had practiced in that town for over ..t0 years decided to retire. I felt that was a great opportunity
for me to step into. Also, the organization I was working for was having difficulty acquiring
funding and there was uncertainty with regard to myiob stability. For me, financial growth and
stability has been the biggest disadvantage to practicing in a rural area of Maine and especially
as a solo practitioner.

19. I said "no" to the above, but I practice in three offices (Augusta, Waterville, and Skowhegan) and
live in Augusta. I lived in Portland before I relocated and only relocated because of employment.
The best part about practicing in a semi-rural area is that there is a very identifiable and
relatively close bar. I only practice criminal law and communicate with the same group of
attorneys on 750lo ofmy cases. This can also be a con as there are some attorneys who I trust



and respect more than others. Those "others" I frequently work with on a consistent basis
because of the number of court appointments they take and their proximity to the court houses
in my area. Those who practice in a rural area typically find themselves before only one or two
different judges. I find ithelpful to practice in frontofa larger spread of.judges, especially as a
new attorney, because I can watch and listen to how they handle their own court rooms and get
a sense of how they respond to certain arguments. The last con fand I don't mean to stack the
cons against the prosJ is that I'm more easily recognized in a smaller communigr. Some
attorneys may not mind that, but l'd prefer that when I'm out of the office that I,m seen as iust
another member of the community.

20. I started out practicing out of my family's house in Castine but moved two Ellsworth after tw<r
and a halfyears. Ellsworth is the fastest growing town in Maine and there has been plenty of
work here. I love the freedom that comes with working for myselfand am proud that I am
building my own practice. The biggest minus has been having to figure out how to run a small
business and practice law without the benefit ofa more experienced attorney's oversight. ['ve
found a lot of the local attorneys to be very helpful in this regard.

21. I was interested in serving tribal communities
22. If I did practice in Maine, it would be in the Deer lsle, Blue Hill, Ellsworth area. I have a house on

Deer Isle.

23. lob opportunity. I really enjoy the small bar in this area. Attorneys are much more civil with
each other and seem to be able to better work with each other to resolve conflict

24. joined a practice with a family member
25. Located my practice in the area I grew up in and also an area where there was no one

specializing the way I do. Being from here has given me a lot of built jn business. I could not have
survived here if I didn't have that built in client base. The difficult part is that even though my
specialty is in need - it is hard to specialize the way I want to. Also networking can be diincuit.

26. More sense ofcommunity. Better relationships.
27. My children wanted to stay here, I have many friends here_
28. My parents live here and I have children. I knew an attorney who took me in, though I don't get

paid much so I am considering moving to a more urban rocation to start my own practice and
make more money eventually. people here don't have money for lawyers.'r may end up staylng
h,ere and taking over the practice if I get paid enough to stay here or si".t ry o-n p.".ii." hu."
iflfeel I can make a decent living. I am making 1/3 of whai I was making in Boston.

29. My practice is located close to where I live. I already owned a home prior to law school, my
husband's job is in this community, so moving was not realry an option for us. r consider myserf
lucky to have found a position with a firm as I was not confident in my ability to be a succeisful
solo.

30. My primary reason for moving out ofthe portland area was because I spend several month
applying to firm with no luck. I more often than nor found myselfapplying to the same positions
as my friends and classmates. Finally I was so desperate thai I senij coldiesume to onl firm rn
a part of the state that I had never been to and got a call back the next day. The biggest drawback
of working a in sma firm in a rural part of the state is isolation from felllw youni p.r"..i"",
and the lesser pay.

31. My wife and I wanted to raise our children in a rural part of her home state. The pluses are the
natural beauty and opportunity for the kids to spend time on their own outside, realative safery
of a. rural location vs. city with regard to certain risk factors and our ability to spend more time
with the kids. The minuses are the difficulty ofaccessing cultural events avaitaLle in ttiC,
Boston etc., lower wages for our professions.

32. pluses - live in the same town, very short commute minuses _ very low income
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33. Primary reason for location: family in the area. Pluses: closer community and network of
attorneys; develop stronger collegial relationships with area attorneys, clerks, and judges; name
recognition within the area and much easier to build a reputation and strong client base in a
close community. Negatives: income; less prestige; smaller market for niche/specialization.

34. Primary reason- spouse relocated to this area. AIso, I work for a company in a legal capacity- I do
not work in a traditional law firm setting. Pluses- easy to know everyone fairly quickly.
Generally found the bar members to be easily approachable. Minuses- not a large population
and a generally low economic condition makes growing the attorney base difficult. Additionally,
established attorneys are cornerstones of the market but do not have interest and/or resources
to expand their practices- it's a solo type practice mentality. you can hardly make a decent
earning practicing here- enough to cover the debt of law school and general living expenses- in
this rural community as a new attorney. I was saddened when coming here to hear what a
possible annual income would be- b/c I moved here from another state where I worked in a
small firm in a more rural area.

35. Pro bono to assist with affordable housing.

36' The primary reason I chose to practice in Hancock County was family relationships within the
Bar, as well as personal relationships with my family. The pluses are being known already as
part ofthe Bar, respected as a member of my family practice in a way. The minuses are simply
that I do not have the opportunity some have to gather clients.

37. The primary reason was a job opportunity. I have only ever wanted to be a prosecutor. I am
from Lincoln County and therefore interned at that DA's Office for two summers. Apply for a
position in District 6 seemed a natural progression.

38. There are tremendous opportunities for attorneys to practice in a rural area. I have family that is
local. It's absolutely harder to break into a smaller, legal market due to the ,old guard.' I like
having one on one contact with my clients and truly having the ability to assist them.

39. This is where I was able to find a 1ob where I could get the support I need to learn how to
develop a practice. (l'm practicing in Camden, so it is not as rural as manyareas ofMaineand
there is a strong network ofattorneys here.)

40. Too many lawyers in Portland and seemed the further east you went along the coast, the more
opportunity there was.

41. We already lived there and owned a house.

42. Wife got a iob here. Pluses of practicing here are: (1J low cost of living; [2] lots of court
appointed work - easy to get; [3J great trial and other opportunities as a result of #2. Minuses of
practicing here are: (1) no large firms or big business - no super complicated legal issues

43. Without question, the single biggest plus is practicing in an area not already awash with
attorneys. It's also great to have just a 2 mile commute to my office.

Ifyou currently practice in an urban or suburban area and are dissatisfied professionally with
that choice, what would lead you to seriously consider moving to a rural practice?

1. A means offacilitating the resources necessary to start a practice.
2. A student loan reduction program tirat is used in other fields to entice professionals to practice

in less populated areas.

3. Ability to colocate; support for technology infrastructure to serve clients on-site and remotelv;
connection to peer networks, mentors; assurance of adequate income.

4. Access to at least a small firm/solo practice in which I could learn more about the practical and
daily aspects ofthe practice oflaw. Mentoring itself does notseem specific enough, ideallyl
would work under a more experienced attorney, to learn with a bit ofa safety net.



5. access to sufficient work (l am an lP attorney) and access to a professional netlvork ofpeers and
senior attorneys that I could look to for guidance/support

6. Accessibility to living in the greater Portland area.

7. Am in government work, no suitable opportunities in rural areas

8. An opportunity to assume ownership of an existing practice in a good community with abundant
outdoor recreational opportunities.

9. At least five years of experience.

10. Availability ofa suitable income and opportunities for my children.
11. Availability oflegal aid jobs

12. Availability of mentor in desired practice area; social opportunities; complete and utter lack of
opportunity in urban areas

13. Availability ofwork and contacts.

14. Availability of work. Most new law schoolgraduates would pretty much go anyr,vhere there isa
job. The difficulty, however, is that law school does not prepare us very well for solo practice,
and there are not too many firms of 2+ attorneys in rural areas.

15. Because I am married, the opportunity would have to be VERY lucrative and enticing in order to
make it worth my husband needing to find a new job in a remote location. I imagine his options
would be too limited to make it work.

16. Being able to afford start-up costs forasolo/small firm. Finding a firm/practice with adequate
income potential.

17. Being able to maintain the same standard of living i.e. paying my loans. I expect cost of living
would go down substantially once traveling beyond Cumberland county so that would balance
out any decrease in salary.

18. Better job opportunities for spouse

19. Can't because of family.

20. CIient List, Established Firm

21. currently in rural, seeking other employment opportunities outside of practicing law due to
combination oflack of income and length or work week

22. Development of this State and getting the illicit and prescription drug problem in rural areas
under control.

23. Excellent mentoring opportunities, experiences to allow me to improve as an attorney and an
opportunity for my spouse to continue to earn at an equal income level.

24. Good financial opportunities
25. Honestly, it's just unlikely. I grew up in the suburbs of a major urban city outside of Maine. I

have no connection to rural Maine and no connection to rural life, generally. I love Maine, but I
wouldn't leave the urban areas for more than a vacation. I am much more likely to iust leave the
Iaw entirely than to relocate,

26. I actually am currently employed by a Maine firm but am practicing in their Boston office. I am
dissatisfied personally with the urban setting, but satisfied professionally. It would occur to me
that Maine's competitive advantage going forward will be to find a way to deliver the benefit of a
suburban or rural Maine lifestyle with the provision ofsophisticated legal services. That will
need to come from technological advances in how the law is practiced. If Maine is able to stay at
the forefront ofthat movement (which is likely over the next decade), there could be a huge
upside.

27. I am currently a law clerk in an urban area and am not dissatisfied with that choice. However, I
will seriously consider a rural practice after my clerkship due to the difficult iob market and
because I am not opposed to living in rural Maine.



28. I am from a rural area, and often consider re-locating there as I get older.
29. I am not dissatisfied with my choice to practice in an urban or suburban area.

30. I am not dissatisfied working in an urban area. At some point I may consider a rural practice,
but I have concerns over the ability to earn a good wage and being too far away from metro
areas.

31. I am not dissatisfied.

32. I am not sure. I think if my personal life was more stable and I was with a partner who would
want to move with me further from the city, I would like that very much. The professional
opportunities and connections in the city are quite extensive. I miss the rural area from which I
came, so my family there is also a consideration.

33. I am practicing in a rural place. It would be helpful if a student loan forgiveness program existed
for attorneys who practice in rural areas, similar to programs that exist for doctors and dentists
practicing in rural communities. As a new attornet just starting out, my student loan payments
are my biggest expense and a program ofsome sort would be helpful.

34. I am professionally satisfied with practicing in an urban area, and I would not want to move due
to the disruption to my spouse and social life, and the lack of cultural activities in a rural area
(chamber music, plays, symphony, etc.)

35. I am satisfied with my choice. I practice administrative law and government relations, areas
necessitate that I practice in Augusta. I would consider moving to a rural practice if I could
continue that work.

36. I can't picture it. I practice in an area not suited for rural practice.

37. I currently practice in an urban area (PortlandJ but I am not dissatisfied professionally with that
choice. To the extent it is useful, however, I am a relatively junior attorney (2 years of practice)
who knew that I wanted to move back to Maine after law school. I can tell you that the idea ol
hanging my own shingle in a rural area, or joining a small firm in a rural area, was a non-starter.
The reason for this is two-fold. First, my understanding is that, generally, a rural practice is
more ofa general practice. With the ever-growing complexity and breadth ofthe law, it was
daunting, to say the least, to think of starting practicing without a larger support network
behind me. Second, and more important, the possible income ofpracticing in a rural area
presents serious difficulties for newer lawyers. The amount of money it takes to attend law
school is amazing. The debt service on law school loans is significant. You don't necessarily
have to work at one of the top-tier firms in Portland to pay down those loans, but you do need
both a somewhat substantial income stream and a steady income stream. In my experience, it is
simply a financial impossibility for many recent law school graduates to hang their own shingle
or even to join smaller (2-5 person) firms in rural Maine. As an example, a colleague of mine in
law school received an offer to work for a smaller Maine firm (in Portland no less) but had to
decline it because it was not sufficient to allow him to pay down his student debt. For us newer
lawyers, this is a significant issue.

38. I currently practice in Delaware and have not yet practiced in Maine.

39. I do not practice in such an area.

40. I have a mountain ofstudent loan debt. I also had to live offcredit cards for 11 months while
looking for work after law school. To move to rural practice, I would need to earn enough money
to cover the expense of relocating arrd of paying off my soul-crushing debt.

41. I just do not think that I could do it because ofmy husband's job and because ofmy children's
education.

42. I live in rural maine, and commute L hour to an urban setting for work. lf I had a job possibility
in a rural setting, Iwould no longer commute to an urban setting from the rural setting I live in.



43. I will likely begin practicing in an urban/suburban area because I currently live in Portland, ME.
My goal is to move back to the Belfast area on the midcoast to practice.

44. I would consider a rural practice if the right opportunity presented itself but I would not actively
seek it out.

45. I would consider moving back to Maine from D.C. later in life provided there were more
opportunities in public policy with higher salaries. The low cost ofliving is attractive, but I do
miss my hometown of Camden.

46. I would consider moving to a rural practice if there were a firm that I wanted to work for.

47. I would consider moving to rural practice ifthere were more opportunities for my spouse.

48. If I felt confident I would make enough money to pay back my student loans and live at least a

middle class lifestyle.

49. Ifprofessional opportunities appeared for both myselfand my spouse, Iwouldseriously
consider moving to a rural practice.

50. Ifthere was a job available for myselfand spouse.

51. l'm not dissatisfied as I can and extend my practice into Franklin County.

52. I'm not sure there is anlthing that could lure me into a rural practice to be honest. I grew up in
Maine, have family that live in rural areas, and have spent time in rural areas and I'm not at a
point in life where that is at all a desirable place to live and work.

53. Income

54. income stability

55. Income stability

56. hrcome stability and sufficient resident knowledge/expertise in the rural practice.

57. income stability...would love to move rural,

58. Income stability; appropriate professional guidance and support system.

59. It would need to be close to home. I would need to work with other attornevs and the salarv
would have to be good.

60. Iob opportunities for my husband in the biotech sector (really difficult to find in Maine right
now, other than Jackson labs).

61. lust need more experience, the legal education system is poorly equipping new lawyers with the
necessary knowledge. Law school and the bar exam have nothing to do with practicing law.

62. Knowing I would have support in the community and regular work.

63. Less corporate work, more personal connections. Want to feel like I am helping people.

64. Maybe

55. More options for practice area and income.

66. My area of practice Iikely will neverresultin rural practice.

57. My kids are now in college- desire to retire to Maine and start a practice there.

68. Not dissatisfied however will cover some rural areas and will always keep the options open if
there is a solo/small firm looking to connect.

69. Not dissatisfied where I am fAugusta). I practiced in Millinocket for most of 2011and was
concerned about my ability to start a family and lack of arts/culture/entertainment
opportunities, but ultimately it was my interest in a particular R?e of practice (government)
that led me back south.

70. Not dissatisfied.
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71. Nothing would cause me to consider movement to rural practice; lack of proximity to airports,
larger stores, and other necessary locations are an issue, in addition to not being able to make a
living practicing one primary area cf law without driving between multiple counties.

72. Opportunity for my family
73. Quality of life/work life and opportunities for social/cultural activjties
74. Radical change in personal desire to live in urban setting
75. Salary competiiive enough so that I could make a monthly loan payment sufficient to repay my

loans in a reasonable timeframe.
76. significant income improvement, income stability, access to larger city when needed,

employment opportunities for my spouse
77.

78.

Signifi cant loan repayment programs.
stable.income. we desperately want to come back to Maine (husband and I are both origina y
from therel but are having a very hard time finding legal jobi in Maine. we would LovE-to work
in a rural area.

T9 stable position, mentoring, reputation of the potential mentor among the local bar, involvement
of the potential mentor in professional organizations (e.g. CLE proviJion, tUSle, county tar,
etc.), online presence (firm site, Linkedrn, etc.l, educatioial baikground or 

"ttorn"ff"i-n"y. ,nfirm
80' structured networking opportunities with an existing solo who plans to retire, and in th€interim could offer a salary, with an agreement abouitransfering the pr".ti." 

"..orJineiu 
uspecified timeframe. The rural area would also have to on". qrrity 

"jrlr;;;;i";;;"r;i,i".for my children.
Sl student loan forgiveness, primarily. Also the option would be more attractive to me if I wasmarried with kids.

82. Support from local attorney bar for cljent development
83 This survey does not realry apply to new admittees in Maine who, like myserf, have practiced formany years in a n other tu risdiction fin my case, New rersey). I am planning to to".iti"n 

"ramove to Maine, and I would definitely consider rural practice (if the area .,,ii,rrin so .rr.. orBoothbay Harbor is considered rural)
84' Whire not dissatisfied, I would loveto move my focus to Belfast/Ellsworth over time if I fert Icould make a living there, without doing types-oflaw t JisIt<e.

10' Ifyou are not yet settred in a practice, have you exprored the possibirity of practicing in arurar area ina business relationship with in exisfrn!smatt orsoro firm? tfnot, wh|? rtyouhave, what has been your experieri" *f,"rr 
"ppr"".iirg ttrose nrmsf

l currently clerking, would absolutely consider a more rural practice if l find the right small firmto join. Some firms have been receptive, few are hiring, ,na otn"r. ,." . ,;; i"il;;;;;,family in Southern Maine (Gorhamj.
2. Have not explored, am interested.
3' I am a practicing attorney in Massachusetts, admitted in 1975, and since 2006 I have practicedessentially as a solo. I have had strong ties to Maine, graJuated Bowdoin 1971, summer clerkedfor ludge Thomas Derehanty, and twi.e sougtrt to iocJte ii portland. Since 2007 we have owneda home in Edgecomb and I have an interestin spiitting 

-.y,r.u 
uu*u"n Boston and Maine. rwill have a home office in Edgecomb ano *itt 

"xpio."'" iissiote affiliation in the area.4' I am a younger solo practitioner. Many oftheattorneys in the area are closing in on retirement. I

r:::rl:o 'oor:'ching manv ofthem'auout tne fossiuilitv of working together when retiremenrbecomes more than a thought. The local bar association has started thinking about the need for



succession planning, but I get the impression that most ofthe attorneys think they will be able to
hire someone to take over for them, rather than joining with another solo practice.

5. I am comfortable in my urban setting at the moment; however, it may be something that I would
consider in the future.

6. I am not yet settled in a practice (l am clerking). I would consider seeking a business
relationship with an existing small or solo firm in the future, but probably not until I had S to 10
years ofexperience. I would like to work in a firm environment to have the opportunity to learn
from more seasoned lawyers.

I am settled in a practice.

I am settled in a practice.

I am settled in a practice.

I am settled in practice.

I do not have sufficient funds to even start a solo practice. I am single and without another
source of income it is prohibitively expensive to start your own firm. I am actually currently not
even employed as an attorney as I have been unable to find work in the field in the four years
since graduation and passing the bar.

I enjoy living in the Greater Portland area a great deal and my spouse has a ob in south portland,
I am willing to commute, but to commute more tian an hour would be too diflicult. I am also not
always aware when smaller, more rural firms are hiring.
I found the smaller and rural firms more approachable and willing to provide guidance when I

7.

8.
o

10.

11.

lz.

13.
moved to Maine to practice.

14' I had thought about that but I am not sure if I would like to practice in a rural area and I am not
sure how to approach those firms.

l.5. I have considered this possibility, and have been in contact with an attorney who has been
practicing in Searsport for approximately 8 years. I was put in contact with him by a member of
the career development office at Maine Law school, where my girlfriend is a student. He is
considering buying a larger office space and leasing part ofit to someone in my position, and we
have kept in touch through email after meeting in person a few times. My stratery will be to
build up enough work throughout the winter so that I can be in a position to inveit in an office
front next spring or summer

16. I have had a negative experience in approaching existing small or solo firms in my area. I did not
have much experience in working in the law when I left law school and passed the bar, so no
lawyer in the area was interested in mentoring me or working with me due to my lack of
expenence.

17. I have not explored because I am currently content with my job in an urban setting. That said, I
would consider approaching a rural firm in the future.

18. I have not explcred that option because I am in a small to medium size firm, making a decent
salary, and I have a fair amount offlexibility how much I work and in what areas

19. I have not explored that option. My concern with practicing in a rural area is that I want to have
a social life and I need to earn a lot of money to pay off the debts I incurred during and after law
school. I don't anticipate either of those opportunities arising in most rural areaslFrankly, I
don't like practicing law. Going to law school is a major regret. I am now drowning in aebi and
slaving away at a job that I hate in order to pay ir off. when I'm 40, I'll be in the sa-me financial
situation that I was in at 25. My goal is to escape the legal profession and do something else if
the economy ever recovers.

20. I have not explored the possibility, largely because I am so new to the Maine Bar, with my pre-
existing practice based in Massachusetts, that I have not yet had an opportunity to
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comprehensively evaluate what local frural and non-rural) options for engaging in practice in
Maine may be.

21. I have not explored this possibility yet because it didn't occur to me and because my spouse is
not ready to leave her current position, but I may pursue this avenue in the future.

22. I have not met attorneys in rural settings who are looking for an assoclate.
23. I have not yet approached small rural practices, but I am considering doing so as I seek post-

clerkship employment.

24. I have not, primarily due to the economics ofpaying back student loan debt.
25. I have not. If one of the two of us gets an offer that will provide financial stabiliw, then tle other

will certainly start talking to rural and solo/small firms.
26 1 have thought about it but have not actively pursued it. Solo practitioners and small firms are

difficult to identi$/ and cold call - it would be helpful if solo practitioners or small firms
interested in acquiring or mentoring new attorneys could sign up in a database that is accessible
to interested attorneys.

27. I looked into taking over retiring solo...problem with income stability.
28. I would be open to deveroping a rerationship if it didn't pose too much of a strain on me

geographically (commuting multiple days a week far from home).
29. I would have explored a small firm in a rural area if I'd found any that were hirin gin early 2072.
30. I'm settled in my practice.
31. It has been difficult to find an opportunity with a small or solo firm as a new attorney because ofincome instability at the time of entry. Enteringinto such a business rerationship, h6wever,

would be my ideal, and I wilr continue to look untir I find the right fit in a rural aiea.
32. It is ofinterest in the future.
33. Listen, the greatest difficulty is identifying firms and who might like to be approached. There

needs to be some centrar database either of rural firms/soloi or a resum6 database of newattorneys potentialry interested in rurar practice. Feel free to contact me regarding this survey:danieljndube@gmail.com, (207) S77-8S34 (cell).
Most smalr or solo firms don't have the capital on hand to offer a sarary to a new attorney. As it
is, practicing in Bangor, I cannot pay my student loans. After bills for i u".y ."".on"Ut" rir".tyi",and before car expenses including gas, I live on $1g0 a week and have no health insurance.
No, because without a way to get practical experience with in the liability shield ofan
established practice, the risks ofmalpractice ind discipline are too greal
No, I have not.

no, more opportunity and better pay in the portland area
No' Iam not a point in life where I would consider riving by myselfthat many hours away frommy family and friends. I think the loneliness would be a"ep.esSng.
No lt would be very difficult to practice my area of law in a rurar area. The professional
opportunities in Maine are arready bad enough for a duar-career, ambitious iouple, even in theGreater Portland area.

No. My student loans are so high I need a steady income to Dav them.

34.

JJ.

36.

38.

39.

40.

41. No. See the reasons above.
42' No; does not seem practical given student loan obligations. Arso, I do not want to be ,,boxed-in,,

into a rural, generalist practice and rose connectioni with the portland market
43. Not applicable.

44. Not yet, but may do so
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45. NOTE: Not sure where else to put this, but while I office in Augusta, my practice is statewide.
Within the last 6 months, I have represented clients from Biddeford to Dyer Brook and from
Farmington to Calais.

45. Positive. I am employed by a small firm.
47. Prior to my current employment I reached out to several existing small or solo firms in rural

areas, to no avail.

48. See answer to number 9

49. Some exploration. Most do not seem to have the structure or are too recent in considering an
associate that they do not have a plan to offer.

50. Though I am not yet settled in a practice, I have not explored the possibility ofpracticing in a
rural area in such an arrangement for the reasons listed above. That is, I am interested in a
public interest-oriented practice for which there are few (if any) opportunities in rural areas. I
am also interested in working with, and learning from, experienced attorney mentors, and
believe my skills and knowledge-base would benefit greatly from working with a number of
experienced attorneys with different strengths and styles. Additionally, I simply prefer a more
urban or suburban living environment.

51. Yes I have. Have had difficulty locating opportunities.
52. Yes, few jobs in Maine for new attorneys
53. Yes, I have had some conversations.

54. Yes, I have thought about joining an existing small firm in a rural area. I have not yet approached
any firms because I don't have any personal networks that would help me know who to meet.
etc,

55. res.

56. Yes. ln Knox County.
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